
 

1  

 

Art 
Bowls 

Bridge 

Canasta 

Chess 

Come Dancing 

Craft 
Cribbage 

Darts 

Discussion Group 

Holidays 

Jubilee Singers 

Language Classes 

Line Dancing 

Local History 

Mah Jong 

Men’s Get  
Together 

Modern Ballroom 
Dancing 

Monthly  
Luncheon 

New Forest Walks 

Pianists Section 

Poetry Group 

Refreshments 

Round Dancing 

Scrabble 

Sequence  
Dancing 

Table Tennis 

Whist 

New Milton & District Community Association 

NEWSLETTER 

Art 

Ballroom Dancing 

Beading 

Board Games 

Book Club 

Bowls 

Bridge 

Canasta 

Chess 

Come Dancing 

Craft 

Cribbage 

Darts 

Discussion Group 

Film Show 

Jigsaws/Colouring 

Jubilee Singers 

Languages 

Line Dancing 

Literature 

Lunch Club 

Mah Jong 

Mens Get Together 

Pianists 

Poetry 

Rummikub 

Scrabble 

Sequence Dancing 

Social Sequence 
Dancing 

Table Tennis 

 
    Website:  https://www.newmiltoncommunity.org.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nmdca/ 
Email:  info@newmiltoncommunity.org.uk 

Address:  Osborne Road, New Milton, Hampshire, BH25 6EA 

Telephones:        Reception   01425 610495;    Office  01425 620987 

 

 Registered charity No. 301897          December, 2021 

FROM THE EDITOR  
So here we are looking toward Christmas and the end of another rather fraught, 
uncertain year.  On behalf of the Executive Committee I wish you all a most 
enjoyable time, whether it be in the company of friends and family or quietly at 
home in a comforting environment.  Special thoughts go to those of you who will, 
for the first time, be spending this festive season without the companionship of 
someone who has been a part of your life, perhaps for many years.  Take heart from 
remembering good times past  -  they will always be with you. 
 

After some rather busy weeks, I will personally be spending much of the holiday 
period following the Queen’s example to some extent by taking things easy, whilst 
looking forward to enjoying a little wining and dining with good friends.   
 

Holiday Closure 

The Centre will be closed from 23rd December, reopening on 4th January. 
 

Do please read the Secretary’s item regarding the need for help.  We are not in 
a good position at the moment and something has to be done! 
 

To All Contributors: 
Usually I request articles for the January Newsletter to be submitted at least a week 
earlier than the standard copy deadline date so that the printers can deal with it 
before closing down for the Holiday.  However, since they are still not fully “in 
business” I’ve been told that the normal copy deadline date of 18th December will 
apply.  Nevertheless, if you can let me have your copy a bit earlier it will be 
appreciated as my own pre-Christmas work schedule looks like being a bit hectic.  
Many thanks. 
 

I recently read a newspaper article which said that, if thinking of buying a property, 
your dog should first check it out for ghosts and weird happenings.  Sounds silly but 
I can tell you it happened to me and my Other Half when about to make an offer on 
a house many years ago.   
It was just what we wanted, suited all our needs, and we went to make a final 
viewing, this time taking our poodle with us.  All was well downstairs although the 
dog seemed a bit on edge.  Going upstairs was a different matter!   On entering the 
main bedroom he became very distressed, whining and tugging at his lead to leave 
so, back downstairs, I apologised to the selling agent for my usually docile dog’s 
odd behaviour.  He then “came clean” and told us that the previous owner had 
committed suicide in that bedroom following the death of his wife.  
Needless to say, we didn’t go ahead with the purchase.  Dogs really are sensitive 
animals. 
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As a Cockney, I guess I’m the last person who should complain about strangulation of the English language 
by other people.  However, I excuse myself on the grounds that my speech is simply due to where I was 
born and brought up  -  not just an “in” practice of the day adopted for some idiotic reason.  My particular 
peeve at the moment is the number of TV performers (can’t call them actors!) who either can’t or won’t 
enunciate the letter “t”.  The individual who talks about a “mo’or” you can buy;  a man speaking about the 
“majori’y of people in the “communi’y”; a woman who says her home is only “bricks and mor’ar”.  But 
maybe it’s just me being picky and I should, instead, feel sympathy for those people who have such an 
apparent speech impediment? 

I’m quite sure all this will encourage someone to ask me why, as a South Londoner, I can’t at times 
pronounce the letter “h”! 
 

Here’s a bit of folklore…. 
Christmas trees are generally festooned with tinsel and it is said that spiders are responsible for this 
tradition.  One explanation is that, on Christmas Eve, a housewife cleaned her home from top to bottom, 
banishing spiders to the attic.  When the family were asleep the spiders decided to see what all the fuss was 
about and scrambled all over the tree causing their silk to be woven in and out of the branches.  Next 
morning the family were enchanted to see such fine threads decorating the tree and so the custom was born. 
Another explanation suggests that a family hid in a cave from Herod’s soldiers.  A spider overheard  the 
childrens’ frightened cries and wove silken threads over the mouth of the cave.  When the soldiers arrived 
they decided nobody could be inside or the web across the entrance would have been broken.  And so the 
spider saved the family.        For all that, I still detest spiders! 

 

Thought for the Month: 
These days we are constantly urged to observe cleanliness and hygiene practices, yet we continue to 
cheerfully eat a piece of birthday cake which has been blown on by at least one person. How long will it 
take for the woke brigade to pick up on that?         

                               Phyllis Inglis 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY  

In order to continue operating the Centre, we need the help of more volunteers to fulfil roles involved with 
its management.  We currently require a Chairman, Building & Facilities Manager (or a small team), 
Catering Manager, Office Manager and Assistant Treasurer.  These roles could be viewed as part-time and 
can be fitted around your availability.  Training would be provided where needed.  We are sure there must 
be members out there (or you may know of someone) with the necessary skills and time to support us and 
help the Centre keep running for the benefit of all.  Shortly, we will be approaching activity leaders setting 
out more details of our requirements so that they can discuss them with their members. 
Please remember that, without your involvement, the Centre cannot function as it should. 
 

As many people are aware, the Art Section left us in July and we have been trying to recover Association 
assets ever since.  Whilst we have been able to recover some of the Charity’s monies, there are still 
amounts unaccounted for which the former Chairman of the Art Section has refused to provide evidence of 
where these monies went.  He has acknowledged that the books donated to the Association by past and 
present members have been removed from the store cupboard and are now in possession of the Ballard 
Lake Art Group, yet he has refused to return them.  We would, therefore, ask any former members of the 
Art Section to please return any books to the Centre that they may have out on loan as soon as possible, so 
the full extent of the Charity’s loss can be ascertained.  Unfortunately, the former Chairman has decided to 
discontinue corresponding with the Executive Committee on these matters. 
                                 Bob Stevens 
 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Plans are being made so that, from 1st December, members from both 2020 and 2021 can renew their 
membership for the coming year.  New members or past members will need to rejoin and pay an extra 
£2.50.  Membership fee is £12, car parking card £1 plus 50P if a plastic windscreen pocket is required. 
 

As was the normal practice, failing to renew before end February will result in an administration fee being 
charged.  The concession of not having to pay it during 2021 for late renewals won’t apply next year. 
 

Please renew when you visit the Centre for your meeting.  It will open at the start to allow you to attend 
but, during and at other times, you may have to ring the doorbell to gain entry.  This is because there is not 
the normal number of volunteers available to maintain building safety and security.  
                             Nigel King 
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EVENTS TEAM REPORT 

At the team’s meeting last month we discussed the way forward to help breath some life into the Centre.  
The Executive Committee reports that members are not returning in anything like gratifying numbers and it 
has been a little “up and down” with the events we’ve tried so far.  Having been bursting at the seams with 
the defibrillator talk in October, we were disappointed at the response to the November talk given by Peter 
Ellis, Watchkeeper at the NCI Station.  Only seven people attended but we discovered afterwards that the 
Cameo Ladies Group had the same talk a month earlier.  We will ensure that this sort of thing doesn’t 
happen in future! 
 

We have agreed that, as it is so close to Christmas and advertising time is limited, we will not stage any 
Christmas events, but we are planning activities for the New Year.  The Executive have decided that, with 
each event planned, an application form must be submitted to them with details of cost, room hire and all 
that is required.  They must give approval before we can go ahead. 
 

So far planned for 2022: 
14th January  -  New Year Coffee & Cake Morning (with a twist!).  This date confirmed! 

February  -  Afternoon Tea Dance 

March  -  Open Day 

Summer Coach Trip  -  Venue and date to be advised 

 

All experimental, so we will have to see how they work out and, hopefully with time, add more to the list.  
We are all trying our best to help encourage more people into the Centre apart from those taking part in the 
sections and activities.  If you have any ideas for new events that you would like to see please feel free to 
get in touch and we will do our best to bring them to you.  With member numbers dwindling we really do 
need your support more than ever.  Help to put some money back in the bank to cover what was spent on 
the roof!                Marie Morgan, 501315, mariemorgan@talktalk.net 
 

CAFÉ 

To those members who are complaining that the café is not opening on a more regular basis, the reason is 
plain and simple  -  nobody coming forward to replace Genevieve in her role as Manager of the team, and a 
shortage of volunteers.  No help  -  no cuppa!  In your hands, folks! 
 

TABLE TOP SALE 

Following on the last two successful events, another Sale has been arranged for 9.30 a.m. till noon on 
Saturday, 4th December. Refreshments will be available.  All tables are fully booked. 
 

HELPFUL HINTS  
Stained crockery:  If your cups, mugs, teapot get stained and normal washing doesn ’t help, drop a 
denture tablet in, add water, and rinse an hour or so later.  Result  -  sparkling clean! 
Washing Machines:  To give them a clean and to act as a disinfectant, pour in two cups of white 
vinegar and run the machine through a full cycle without any clothes or detergent.  It is also suggested that 
adding a teaspoon of ground, black pepper to your laundry detergent prevents colours from fading in the 
wash. 
Chip Pans:  These are the cause of at least one fifth of all accidental home fires, deep fat frying 
accidents are the most common.  Recommendation is to invest in a thermostatically-controlled deep fat 
fryer. 
 

News from the Sections & Activities 

 
BALLROOM/LATIN/SOME SEQUENCE DANCING 

Contacts:  Pam Badcock, 01202 980177 

We are pleased to have held an Afternoon Tea Dance at the end of November and hope everyone who took 
part enjoyed themselves.  Thanks must go to Pam for her hard work in arranging this. 
 

Our next event is to be our Christmas Party Dance  -  7.30 to 10 p.m. on Thursday, 16th December.  Entry 
will be by ticket to be sold on the door at normal entry price of £2.50, to include a free raffle.  Please bring 
your own refreshments. 
 

We are happy to hear that dancing classes are to be held at the Centre on a Monday night, given by Debbie 
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Dance. 
              Christine Barnett, Secretary 

BRIDGE 

Contact:  Marion Short, 291793 

Duplicate Bridge is enjoying good attendance, welcoming several new members.  We are pleased to advise 
that the host system has started up again this month allowing visitors to come along without a partner. 
Monday Chicago has, however, been discontinued as there really weren’t enough players to make it viable. 
Social Chicago on the third Friday of each month has proved popular, and will be held again on Friday, 
17th December. 
We will be playing until the Centre closes for Christmas and resume on 11th January, 2022. 
We wish you all joy and peace at Christmas, and a happy, healthy New Year. 
 

COME DANCING 

Contact:  Julia, 547039. 
Sugar and Spice provided us with a lovely evening of music for our dancing at our first live music evening 
since our return to dancing after Covid. 
 

Our last dance of the year will be on Tuesday,14th December, and our first dance in 2022 will be on 
Tuesday, 11th January, when our first refresher session will be the Broadway Quickstep.  Come and have a 
go  -  the date will be posted on our notice board outside the Jubilee Room. 
I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and safe journeys.  Take care. 
 

CRAFT 

Contact:  Secretary Margaret Prior, m007silversurfer@aol.com 

Regretfully, due to the current increase in Covid cases in the area, it has been decided to temporarily close 
the Section.  We hope it won’t be for too long and look forward to returning. 
 

JUBILEE SINGERS 

Contact:  Liz Northcote, 621519 

The choir’s AGM took place on 3rd November, and the only change to our committee is that Averil Meek 
has swapped roles with Stella Smith.  So now Stella is our Librarian (therefore in charge of all the music) 
while Averil is her assistant.  She has served for many years as Librarian, doing a first-class job which we 
all appreciate, and everyone would like to thank her for her hard work over the years.  
 

As you read this article in the December Newsletter our Christmas Concerts will be about to take place on 
Saturdays 4th and 11th December, 2 p.m. in the Centre’s Jubilee Room.  After both the summer and  
Christmas concerts having to be cancelled last year we are looking forward to two successful concerts this 
month, with a lovely audience as usual.  
 

LANGUAGES 

Contact:  Susanne Platt, 612680, susanneplatt5@gmail.com 

Wishing you all a good Christmas and a happy New Year!  If you are at all interested in German or basic 
French, do get in touch. 
 

German Intermediate  (for those who are able to conduct a conversation).  10 to 11 a.m. Tuesdays. 
The last class before Christmas will be on Tuesday, 14th December.  Frohe Welhnachten und ein 
gluckliches Neues Jahr. 
 

French Improvers (for those with a basic knowledge of the language).  10 to 11 a.m. Mondays. 
Last class before Christmas will be on Monday, 13th December.  Joyeu Noel et bonne anne.  
 

LINE DANCING 

Contact:  jayenne@sky.com 

It was decided to do something different for Halloween this year, it being a while since we have done 
anything to observe that event.  As it was not appropriate to have the two classes meeting together for a 
party (and no sharing of food either!) Angela came up with the idea of a Fun Afternoon.  Nicki found a 
couple of super Halloween-based dances, including one appropriately called Spooky! 
 

In the weeks before Halloween, Angela had great ideas for decorating the hall each Friday to get people in 
the right mood.  On the day, many dancers dressed for the occasion and some were really scary.  There was 
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a very short quiz in each class, guessing the name of a dance by just a few steps.  It was harder than most of 
us thought.  Most of all everyone had a, well, Fun Afternoon. 
Our numbers are great at the moment and we have managed to reduce our waiting list with two super 
classes.  You might have noticed members of the Committee trying to count you all as you are dancing  -  
fun but sometimes practically impossible.  However, we do like to keep track of who is present and who is 
maybe away on holiday, visiting family, or is poorly.  If you or anyone you know is going to be absent for a 
little while, or know of anyone who is not well, we would really appreciate your telling us.  Dancers can 
then be assured that their place in class is safe. 
 

The last dance class before Christmas is on Friday, 17th December, when there will be a raffle (with a 
difference) and Nicki has some fun dances lined up for us.  By now you will know that she would also like 
some requests for your favourite dances.  We are not planning to dress up for that afternoon but maybe 
wearing something red and festive might give the event a warm glow. 
 

As this is the last Newsletter of the year, from Nicki and all the committee, we wish you the very best of 
seasonal greetings, and hope that the New Year (2022 already?  Surely not!) will be a happy, healthy one. 
                     Joan Randall, Secretary 

 

LITERATURE 

Contact: Janet Giles, janetgiles1@aol.com 

I regret to advise that the Group will not be meeting in the foreseeable future.  Very sadly, our lovely tutor 
Carolyn King has passed away after a long struggle with ill health.  She was an inspiring teacher who 
encouraged us to read a wide range of novels, poetry and drama ranging from the era of Chaucer to the 20th 
century.  She will be greatly missed. 
 

POETRY 

Contact:  Shirley Burke,  628992 

The Group has continued to meet at 10.30 a.m. on the third Thursday of the month to enjoy reading poetry 
and chatting about various issues that arise from the chosen poems.  There is often plenty of laughter 
despite the fact that many poets write more about sombre topics than light-hearted ones.  Last month the 
choices ranged from poems for children on witches, fairies and magic, to Shakespeare’s Macbeth and his 
cauldron of strange ingredients. 
 

This month’s topic is, understandably, Christmas and we meet a week earlier than usual to avoid this busy 
time  -  9th December, same time, same place  -  Room 1 at the Community Centre.   
 

Please do join us if you would like to find out what happens when the Poetry Group meets.  You will b e 
warmly welcomed. 
 

SEQUENCE DANCING 

Tuesdays 1.45 to 4 p.m. 
Contacts:  John and Margaret Larkin,  01590 670453 

Come and enjoy a sociable afternoon of dancing with a refreshment break halfway through.  If new 
members wish to join us please get in touch as indicated above. 
 

During 2022 we shall be catching up with our holiday bookings postponed from 2020 and would welcome 
volunteers to collect the entrance money and present the dance sessions occasionally when we are away.  If 
you could help please contact us. 
 

Please note that our last dance of 2021 will be on Tuesday, 14th December, and we return to the Jubilee 
Room on Tuesday, 11th January, 2022. 
 

SOCIAL SEQUENCE DANCING 

Thursdays 1.45-4 p.m. 
Contact:  Dee, 627922 

November 4th was a special afternoon for us with music provided by Larry Green at the keyboard.  What a 
great session he gave us with wonderful music both easy to listen to and in strict tempo to complement the 
dance.  A terrific programme expertly put together to encompass both popular and more modern sequence 
dances ensuring great variety throughout.  Definitely an afternoon to remember.  Many people entered into 
the pre Guy Fawkes theme wearing red/black/orange, and the tables had been suitably adorned depicting 
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the occasion.  We hope to invite Larry to return to play for us next year. 
 

Our last dance this year will be Tuesday, 9th December, and we will recommence on Thursday, 13th 
January.   
 

A Merry Christmas to you all, stay safe and we look forward to welcoming you all back on the dance floor 
in 2022. 
 

TABLE TENNIS 

Contact:  Secretary Gloria Lovelock, 613705; nmdca.tabletennis@btinternet.com 

Updates:  We are now open on new dates.  As soon as the café is open we will be starting our TT treat 
coffee mornings on the third Friday of the month. 
At this time we are looking forward to seeing you all at our Christmas lunch. 
 

Diary Dates  -  Singles and doubles: 
Monday evenings  7 p.m. partially open (call Reception on 610495 to confirm) 

Tuesday mornings  10 a.m. open 

Wednesday evenings  Pending 

Thursday afternoons  2 p.m. now open 

Friday mornings   10 a.m. open 

 

Please continue with hands, face and space plus a vax.  Masks to be worn in common areas, optional in 
rooms. 
Session fees are now £1.70.  TT annual subs due from January 2022 still only £3.  Thank you. 
 

Wishing you, all Centre members and volunteers a wonderful Christmas. 
 

Glo’s Do-Das: 
They say we learn from our mistakes.  That’s why I’m making as many as possible.  I’ll soon be a genius! 
 

News from the Affiliates 

 
CAMEO  -  LADIES’ GROUP 

Contact:  Secretary Margaret Sheldrake, 628675 

Hello ladies!  We had a very enjoyable social meeting last month but sadly, due to a misunderstanding, we 
were without a speaker.  One of our members came forward and told us of when she and her husband 
bought a cottage in France, and the different things they had to contend with while putting their new home 
together.  Our thanks to that member for her talk. 
 

Our last meeting of the year is, in fact, our AGM and Social Morning, on Wednesday, 1st December. 
The first meeting for 2022 will take place on 5th January, when speaker John Lewis will give a presentation 
on “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly”, describing the effects of climate change on our wildlife and cliffs.  
We look forward to seeing you all then, or any date when you are able to come along.  Please keep an eye 
on the Centre website for any further information. 
 

Please contact Margaret for details of CAMEO and our meetings.  We are always pleased to welcome new 
members and visitors to join us (visitors £3 per head per meeting)  -  10 a.m. the first Wednesday of each 
month (except August) at the Community Centre. 
 

EXTEND 

Contact:  Diana Steer, 610756 

We should all try to make specific regular exercise as part of our day to keep an active life-style.  Why not 
come along to a class which shows you how  Thursdays at 10 a.m.  We work on balance, suppleness, 
strengthening and coordination using small equipment to add variety and fun!  Ring me if you would like 
more information. 
 

MILTON HERITAGE SOCIETY 

Contacts:  Chairman Nick Saunders, 618549, nick@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk; Secretary Steve West, 
6199058, secretary@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk. 
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7 p.m. Friday, 7th January, 2022, at St. Mary Magdalene Church Hall.    Doors open at 6.40 p.m. Talk by 
Paul Manning, Lord Montague’s Falconer on “The History of Falconry in South Hampshire and the New 
Forest”.  It is hoped that Paul will be accompanied by one of his falcons, so it should be a most interesting 
presentation. Members free of charge, visitors £5.  Membership £12 p.a. 
 

NEIGHBOURCARE, NEW MILTON 

Contacts:  Chairman Phyllis Inglis, 15069, pcinglis27@gmail.com; Manager David Whittington, 611662, 
neighbourcarenewmilton@gmail.com 

Our AGM was held at the end of November, too late for a report to appear in this issue so it will appear 
next month.  A pre-AGM meeting brought a gratifying five drivers happy to join the committee, including a 
new Secretary. Further evidence of the theory that if you want something done, go to someone who is 
already busy! We still remain in need of drivers, though, as we face winter months and an increasing 
demand on our services.  The committee will welcome all volunteers to a Christmas Lunch this month, 
providing an opportunity to meet up and share their experiences while carrying out their greatly needed 
service to the community. 
 

NEW MILTON CARERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 

Contact:  Coordinator Maggie, 614714 

Calling all local, non-professional carers!  We would like to invite you to our informal tea-party gathering 
in celebration of the festive season.  It will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. on Monday, 13th December, at the 
Quaker Friends’ Meeting House in Whitefield Road. 
 

Former regulars as well as newcomers are all warmly welcome and there is no charge. 
We look forward to seeing you then for some relaxing, restorative and convivial “time off”, over light 
refreshments among friendly, supportive fellow carers. 
Do please contact me for further information. 
 

NEW MILTON STROKE SUPPORT GROUP 

Contacts:  Chairman Phyllis Inglis, 615069, pcinglis27@gmail.com; Coordinator Sue Moreton,  
07562225396, nmstrokegroup@gmail.com 

Our AGM last month saw all committee members re-elected and a welcome increase in the number of 
volunteers willing to help at our weekly meetings.  That increase enables us to welcome new members to 
the Group so if you, or anyone you know, think the social, supportive and companionable assistance we 
offer would be of benefit, please do make contact as above.  We now look forward to our Christmas Lunch 
at the South Lawn in Milford with partners and volunteers, followed a few days later by a Christmas Party  
- usually a hilarious event when everyone lets their hair down and disabilities are ignored.  Closed now till 
January.  
 

NEW MILTON U3A 

Contact:  Membership 612275; newmiltonu3a@org.uk 

In October we had a very interesting talk by Philip Benstead on “How Radar Changed The Course of 
World War 2”, taking us from the early use of sound detection and searchlights to locating enemy aircraft 
through to the development of radio detection and ranging (RADAR).  Philip highlighted the role played by 
the chain of early warning radar stations built along the south and east coasts, which included installations 
at Steamer Point, Hengistbury Head and RAF Sopley.  He also told us how the invention of the cavity 
magnetron in 1940  gave the Allies an important advantage over the Germans in detecting enemy activity 
and played a crucial role in the winning of the war. 
 

The U3A does not meet in December so our next talk will be at 1.45 for 2 p.m. on Thursday, 27th January, 
at the Community Centre.  Visitors welcome at £2.  In the meantime we wish all readers a Very Happy 
Christmas. 
 

For more information on how we can help you widen your interests, make new friends and enjoy yourself 
in retirement, do please see our contacts given above. 
 

PHOENIX HOLIDAY GROUP 

Contacts:  Pat McKean, 279669, Richard White, 01590 682427; phoenixholshighcliffe@aol.com 

We are a small, friend, independent, non-profit-making group organising some interesting and different UK 
short break coach holidays and day outings.  Our meetings at the Community Centre are “open” meetings 
where you are invited to pop in and have a coffee and a chat to find out more about what we do  -  and even 
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make a booking.   
 

Our last meeting of the year at the Centre is at 10 a.m. till noon on Friday, 17th December, with additional 
interests for everyone. 
 

The next meeting at Highcliffe will be at 2.30 p.m. on Friday, 3rd December, at Greystones Hall, Waterford 
Road, BH23 5JL.  This will be our Christmas meeting with a raffle, etc.  Please note that the car park is 
privately owned and managed so, if you park there, please leave a note on your windscreen to say you are 
in the Hall. 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  
New Milton Branch 

Contact:  Secretary Phyllis Inglis, 615069, pcinglis27@gmail.com  
With our AGM coming up in late November, we have been most anxious to learn if we will be accepted as 
a County Supported Branch (CSB) since, having nobody to form a committee for the coming year, we can 
no longer operate in the normal way.  Fortunately, confirmation has now been received that we will be 
accepted as a CSB and further details will follow on how we should proceed.  Whilst full management of 
the Branch will now be in the hands of the Legion’s Hampshire County HQ, we will still be a “presence” in 
the town at ceremonial events and hope to be able to arrange a few local activities (volunteers permitting!) 
as well as continue with our annual Poppy Appeals. 
 

THE ARTS SOCIETY NEW MILTON 

Contacts:  Chairman Chris, 07768 648604, Secretary Wendy Hazell, 07766 073096. 
We would like to invite you to our next lecture entitled “British Tailoring:  200 Years At The Top”, by Dr. 
Kate Strasdin.  No doubt it will prove to be an interesting and informative subject.  The lecture will take 
place on Thursday, 9th December, at the Memorial Centre.  Please arrive at 10 a.m. for refreshments and 
chat before it begins at 10.30 a.m.  If you’d prefer to watch at home via zoom the link will be sent out in 
good time, but you will need to advise Chairman Chris beforehand.  Visitors are most welcome at £6.  
Please contact us for further details. 
 

Bits And Pieces 

 

If you fail, never give up because F.A.I.L. means First Attempt in Learning. 
End is not the end because E.N.D. means Effort Never Dies. 
If you get No as the answer, remember that N.O. means Next Opportunity. 
So let’s be POSITIVE                Glo 

 

 

THE CARD 

I have a special Christmas card, kept for many a year 
Given me by the one I loved, whose memory I hold dear 

He tried to write a poem (his first attempt, you see) 
I will not share his words with you as he wrote them just for me 

Those words are fading now, of course, but they always make me smile 

So when December nears its end I think back for a while 

Of how he tried so very hard to tell me how he felt 
Feelings expressed that, even now, have the power to make me melt  
At this time I miss him more, will miss his Christmas kiss 

The hug that said “I love you”, but I can tell you this 

No matter how apart we are, my feelings will not falter 
I’ll always love the man I lost, who led me to the alter 

 

VISITORS 

On a busy day last month a knock came at my door 
No-one was expected so I thought “Oh, what a bore!” 

An elderly couple stood there, with faces wreathed in smiles 

“So glad we’ve caught you in”, they said “We’ve been travelling for miles!” 

I tried to stop them entering, saying they weren’t meant to be here 

But they said they knew I’d not been well and all would soon be clearer 
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I gave up then, “went with the flow”,  listened to their chatter 
My inability to say a lot just didn’t seem to matter 
An hour later, quite confused, I still found no connection 

But they continued to view me with obvious affection 

Eventually I saw them off (they didn’t want to stir) 
Leaving me to ponder on just who on earth they were! 
 

AUNTIE’S CHRISTMAS 

I’ve been asked out for Christmas, for a family lunch and tea 

At least that’s what the card said, and it was addressed to me 

It’s from my sister Molly’s boy, he always sends a card 

And brings a tin of biscuits if it isn’t snowing hard 

The card is very festive, a sort of holly wreath 

With gold encrusted sparkly bits, and he’s scribbled underneath 

“We’ve decided since it’s Christmas you must come to lunch and then 

Stay on to have some tea, so I’ll pick you up at ten” 

 

No “could you”, “would you like to”, assumes I’ll jump for joy 

And accept his invitation  -  always was a pompous boy! 
I can’t abide that wife of his, she speaks like Lady Thatcher 

A mouth full of marbles and a regal air to match her 

I’d rather stay in my own home, the way it’s usually been 

Some chicken with my Guinness, then a mince pie with the Queen 

But still, the lad is family, refusing might offend 

So I’d better grin and bear it  -  less bother in the end 

 

“How are you Auntie Ethel, dear  - do let me take your coat” 

That patronizing air of hers really gets my goat 
“Go through to the dining room”  -  I take the nearest chair 
She grabs my arm with tactless charm, “No Auntie, please not there  - 
About your little problem dear, I thought it more discreet 
If you sit at the end here on a plastic-cushioned seat” 

A plastic seat!  The saucebox! I let my hand begin to rock 

And my glass of deep red wine tips down her fancy frock 

She’s stuttering and fluttering but waiting to say Grace 

I’d swear that I can catch a smile on nephew Henry’s face! 
Now we’ve waded through the turkey and the pudding looks first-rate 

But I have a spot of bother here, my teeth fall on my plate 

I wipe them on my napkin but before I put them back 

I wave them at the children and give a quack-quack-quack 

The children think it’s funny and want to have a go 

But she sharply reprimands them with a glare and says “Oh no!” 

So then we pull our crackers and when the meal is through 

We go into the parlour  -  I bring my cushion too 

She’s changed her dress and, smiling, says “Let’s play a game or two 

And to show that you’re forgiven, Aunt, I’ll sit right here by you” 

She doesn’t see the cushion that I’ve placed upon her chair 
I don’t know how the plug came out (?) but suddenly the air 

Escapes in noisy pop-pops like machine guns at war 
And everybody looks at her as it pops away some more 

The children start to giggle and her face is flushed bright red 

“There’s no need to apologise  -  we all break wind”, I said 

I know I’ve gone too far now and she doesn’t see the joke 

In her Lady Thatcher voice she says “Henry, get Auntie’s coat!” 

Poor Henry looks embarrassed but does as he is told 

And tries to make excuses about the night air getting cold 

 

So I never got my Christmas cake, nor my Christmas tea 

The kiddies were upset because I’d made them laugh, you see 

So next year if they ask me, though I don’t suppose they will 
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REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PERHAPS 

JOINING ONE OF OUR OWN SECTIONS OR ACTIVITIES, 
YOUR FIRST “TASTER” VISIT WILL BE FREE OF CHARGE 

I’ll say “It’s much too windy at your house and I might catch a nasty chill!” 

 

PEDRO SAVES THE DAY 

Pedro was a donkey who lived in a far-off land 

Each day he carried tourists across the burning sand 

One day, footsore and weary, on a rocky path he stumbled 

And the lady he was carrying down from his back she tumbled 

His owner was a cruel man and Pedro, frail and tired 

Was beaten, stoned and driven off, being told “You’re fired!” 

For weeks he wandered lonely in that hot and dusty land 

Seeking food and shelter and perhaps a friendly hand 

    
For Holy Week a village was preparing a special play 

To celebrate a time when Christ passed along that way 

But, sad to say, their donkey died   -  just the day before 

Then someone found poor Pedro and his wandering was no more 

He played his part so proudly in that Palm Sunday play 

Carrying that special load, Pedro saved the day 

Now with a new life he is happy, has nothing more to fear 

He has food and warmth, a kindly hand, and works one day a year! 

 

And finally  -  A Christmas tale to share…. 
Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by St. Peter at the Pearly Gates.  “At this special time of 
year “ he said “in order to be allowed into Heaven each of you needs to produce something which 
symbolises Christmas”. 
The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a lighter.  Flicking it on, he said “This represents 
Christmas candles”, and was allowed in.  The second man reached into his jacket and pulled out a large 
bunch of keys.  Shaking them he said “These represent Christmas bells” and he, too, passed through the 
Gates.  The third man desperately searched his pockets and eventually came up with a pair of women’s 
panties.  St. Peter stared and said “And just what do they symbolise for Christmas?” The man replied “Oh, 
these are Carol’s!” 

NEED HELP? 

The following have been recommended by members and pay a nominal sum to advertise in this 

Newsletter throughout the year.  Inclusion does not indicate Association endorsement! 
 

BATHROOM & KITCHEN UPGRADES  

Mike Brewster, Halton Property Services.  Local friendly installation service for updating kitchens and bathrooms. 
07736 679390/01425 615236; info@haltonps.co.uk; www.haltonps.co.uk 

FIRST CHOICE ELECTRICAL 

Dave Woodhouse for all electrical work.  01425 619705/07971 050557; fc.electrical@outlook.com 

FRUSTRATED BY COMPUTERS?  I offer  a local, fr iendly, inexpensive r epair  and tuition service.  Over  25 year s’ PC 

Experience.  David Mason, 01425 626112/0-7851 335749; david.masion1948@gmail.com 

GILES TATHAM, RFHP, SACDip., FHP.  Qualified foot health professional.  Nail cutting, callus, corns, diabetic foot 
care. 
Full treatment or just nail-cutting.  Appointments in the comfort of your own home.  Call 01202 986164. 
NEW FOREST HOME CARE LTD. 
Providing all aspects of care in the home by reliable, fully trained and qualified staff.  For details contact 01425 621461, 
newforesthomecare@gmail.com. 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Andy Scrutton.  Prompt, reliable service.  No job too small.  01425 276973/07526 542040. 
PLUMBER & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Contact Guy Callway, 34 Barton Court Road, New Milton, BH25 6NR.  01425 620858/078980 172151 

J.STEEL DOUBLE-GLAZING REPAIRS 

Window doors, locks, hinges, handles, misted glass, etc.  No job too small.  02380 570700/078370 82309; 
j.steelglazing@yahoo.co.uk 
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Affiliated Organisations  
 

 
Accord Legal Services Ltd. Rebecca Callow         07712 045969 

Brockenhurst College Mrs. R. Clark             01590 625222  
CAMEO  -  Ladies’ Group Margaret Sheldrake 628675 

Coastal Medical Partnership Matt Perkins 621188 

 

Extend Exercise Diana Steer  610756  
HOPe  - Steve Anderton  - 
Helping Older People New Forest                        steve@steveanderton.com  

Improve-Your-Balance  Martin Common        07973 639348 

 

Milton Heritage Society Nick Saunders 618549 

Mornington Care Home The Manager 460883   
Neighbourcare New Milton David Whittington 611662 

New Forest Players Gordon Baker 627239                 
 

New Milton Carers’ Support Group       Maggie Salame 614714 

New Milton Friends Group Fran Carpenter           07867  502624  
New Milton Horticultural Society Dane Thomas             07941 207985 

New Milton Indoor Bowling Club Bernard Barwick 639050 

 

New Milton Sands W.I. Jackie Alvey 623145 

NM Macular Support Group    Rt. Rev. Paul Burton O7802 222604 

New Milton Local Quakers Rosemary Wells 614279 

New Milton Quilt Group Jenny Davies 620680 

 

New Milton Residents’ Association Alan Watson              07771 754025  
New Milton Stroke Support Group    Sue Moreton 610590 

New Milton Talking Newspaper Mr. A. Singfield 616361  
Open Sight Mrs. P. Batchelor 627460 

 

Phoenix Holiday Group (Highcliffe)    Pat McKean 278669 

Royal British Legion  New Milton  - 
County Supported Branch       Phyllis Inglis 615069 

R.N.L.I. Steve Sinyard             07445 929006 

SSAFA Sue Larking                07712 569016 

 

Sullivan Lawford Nathan Gooch 200668 

The Art Society New Milton                  Chris Davies              07768 648603  

 U3A New Milton                                  Mrs. V. Reece 511963 

 

 

INDEPENDENT TRUSTEES:        Miss W. Maund            Mr. G.F. Denson                       
 

TRUSTEES/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
President        Malcolm Swan 

Chairman      TBA 

Vice Chairman    TBA 

Secretary/Health & Safety Officer  Bob Stevens 

Treasurer      John Revill 
Membership Secretary/Webmaster  Nigel King 

Lettings Officer     Chris Lynott 
Newsletter Editor     Phyllis Inglis 
Social Secretary     Pamela Badcock 

Liaison Officer     Chris Waters 

Maintenance Officer   TBA 

 

Non-Committee: 
Reception Manager    Gill Ferguson  

Catering Contact     Genevieve Sagar 

What's On in December 
Regular Hirers 

Contact the Hirer if you wish to join 

Hirer Session Day December 
Brockenhurst Yoga E Tues 7,14. 

C & NF Nat.Trust E Wed ----- 

CAMEO Ladies M Wed 1. 

Doohan Yoga E Thurs 2,9,16. 

EWE 2 Club A Thurs ----- 

EXTEND M Thurs 2,9,16. 

Hort. Society E Wed 15. 

Martial Arts M Sat 4,11,18. 

NF Quilts Group E Mon 6. 

NM Residents Assoc. A Tues 7. 

NM Sands WI E Mon 13. 

Pheonix Holidays M Fri 17. 

Tangent Yoga E Thurs 2,9. 

Townswomen's Guild A Mon ----- 

U3A Cinima M Mon 13. 

U3A Family History M Mon ----- 

U3A General Meeting M Thurs ----- 

U3A History M Thurs ----- 

U3A Local History M Wed 1. 

U3A Rumikub A Tues ----- 

U3A Singing A Mon ----- 

U3A World History M Thurs ----- 

Weavers & Spinners M Mon 20. 
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Printed by Colour Copier    413 Lymington Road   Highcliffe   Dorset   BH23 5EN   T 01425 276776    F 01425 279320   email  colourcopier@ic24.net 

 

Editor’s Contact Details:  Mrs. Phyllis Inglis, 8 The Scar letts, 60 Whitefield Road, New Milton, BH25 6FA. 01425 
615069; pcinglis27@gmail.com.  Copy deadline date is 18th of  the preceding month (a week earlier in December for the 
January edition).     The Editor reserves the right to adapt/summarise any contributions received. 

What's On in December 
Regular Events (Covid-19 restrictions permitting) 

Section /Activities Time Day December   Section /Activities Time Day December 
Art 2:00 PM Wed -----   Film Show 2:30 PM Sun ----- 

Ballroom Dancing 2:00 PM Mon 6,13.   French Improvers 10:00 AM Mon 6,13. 

Ballroom Dancing 2:00 PM Tues -----   French Int/Adv 9:55 AM Mon 6,13. 

Ballroom Dancing 7:30 PM Thurs 2,9,16,23.   German Intermediate 10:00 AM Tues 7,14. 

Beading Craft 7:00 PM Wed -----   Italian - Beginners 2:00 PM Fri ----- 

Beading Craft 9:45 AM Thurs -----   Italian - Improvers + 10:00 AM Fri ----- 

Bowling 6:30 PM Mon -----   Italian - Improvers + 11:15 AM Fri ----- 

Bowling 9:45 AM Tues 7,14,21.   Line Dancing Beg/Imp 12:45 PM Fri 3,10,17. 

Bowling 9:45 AM Wed 1,8,15,22.   Line Dancing Imp/Int 2:30 PM Fri 3,10,17. 

Bowling 9:45 AM Thurs 2,9,16,23.   Luncheon Club 12:00 PM Thurs 16. 

Bowling 9:45 AM Fri 3,10,17.   Mah-Jong 1:30 PM Fri ----- 

Bowling 6:30 PM Fri -----   Mens Get Together 10:00 AM Thurs 2. 

Bridge Begin 1:30 PM Mon 6,13.   Piano 10:45 AM Mon 6,13. 

Bridge Chicago 1:30 PM Mon -----   Poetry 10:30 AM Thurs 9. 

Bridge Cut in 1:30 PM Tues 7,14.   Rummikub 10:00 AM Wed 1,8,15,22. 

Bridge Partner 1:30 PM Wed 1,8,15.   Saturday Dancing 7:30 PM Sat ----- 

Bridge Duplicate 1:30 PM Wed 1,8,15.   Scrabble 1:30 PM Mon 6,13,20. 

Bridge Friendly 1:30 PM Wed 1,8,15.   Sequence Dancing 1:45 PM Tues 7,14,21. 

Bridge Friendly 1:30 PM Thurs 2,9,16,23.   Social Seq Dancing 1:45 PM Thurs 2,9. 

Bridge Social Chicago 1:30 PM Fri 3,10,17.   Spanish Conversation 10:00 AM Mon ----- 

Bridge Chicago 1:30 PM Sat 11.   Spanish Beginners 11:15 AM Mon ----- 

Canasta 1:30 PM Thurs 2,9,16,23.   Spanish Beginners 11:15 AM Fri ----- 

Chess 1:30 PM Thurs 2,9,16,23.   Spanish Improvers 10:00 AM Fri ----- 

Choir 2:00 PM Wed 1,8.   Spanish Circle 7:30 PM Tues ----- 

Come Dancing 7:30 PM Tues 7,14.   Table Tennis 7:00 PM Mon 6,13. 

Craft 10:00 AM Wed -----   Table Tennis 10:00 AM Tues 7,14. 

Cribbage 2:00 PM Tues 7,14,21.   Table Tennis 7:00 PM Wed ----- 

Darts 2:00 PM Mon 6,13,20.   Table Tennis 2:00 PM Thurs 2,9,16. 

Darts 2:00 PM Tues -----   Table Tennis 10:00 AM Fri 3,10,17. 

Discussion Group 2:00 PM Tues 14.           

Fabric Craft 2:00 PM Thurs 9.           


